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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

The California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) plans to upgrade existing infrastructure 

that handles stormwater discharge from the Argonaut Mine Dam, which must comply with the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). CEQA requires public agencies to assess the impacts of their 

projects on historical resources. In addition, the project may involve input from the Environmental 

Protection Agency that will require compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 

Act that requires federal agencies to consider the effects of their undertakings on historic properties and 

give the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation a reasonable opportunity to comment on such 

undertakings. 

This cultural assessment presents the results of identification efforts in compliance with DTSCôs 

regulatory responsibilities under CEQA and also meets the requirements of Section 106 (36 Code of 

Federal Regulations Part 800) to show that a reasonable and good faith effort has been made to 

identify historic properties. A records search conducted by the North Central Information Center did not 

identify any previously identified resources within the project area. Based on the records search results, 

additional background research, and the results of the cultural resources field assessment, the 

Argonaut Mine Dam Stormwater Upgrade Project would not result in direct or indirect adverse effects to 

historic-age architectural or archaeological resources. Therefore, no historic properties would be 

significantly impacted by project implementation.  
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1 PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 

The Argonaut Mine Dam Stormwater Upgrade Project site is located within Jackson, Amador County, 

California (Figure 1 and Figure 2) beginning at the intersection of Vogan Toll Road and Sutter Street 

and continues to the intersection of Sutter Street and Highway 49. Surrounding land use includes a 

residential neighborhood to the south and downtown Jackson to the southeast, with open space to the 

northwest and west. Elevations at the project site range from approximately 1,300 to 1,200 feet above 

mean sea level. Soil within the project boundaries is a combination of two varieties of the Auburn soil 

series consisting of very rocky silt loams of varying depth.  

The current project consists of upgrades to the existing infrastructure that handles stormwater 

discharge from the Argonaut Mine Dam. This cultural assessment summarizes the proposed project 

and the project elements depicted in Figure 3. A detailed description is presented in the Basis of Design 

prepared for the California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) by AECOM (formerly URS 

Corporation).  

The project will involve stormwater from the dam that is currently discharged into an existing open 

drainage channel on the east side of Argonaut Drive. The Phase II Stormwater upgrade project will 

expand the capacity of the downstream stormwater drainage system to current standards to mitigate 

potential stormwater flood risk. The upgrade will involve the construction of a 36-inch pipeline which will 

be trenched along Sutter Street from Vogan Toll Road, changing to a 42-inch diameter near the 

intersection of Sutter St. and Hwy 49. The pipeline will then be jacked and bored underneath Highway 

49 to minimize disruption of existing public facilities. Open trenching will be performed on the east side 

of Hwy 49. Currently, stormwater discharges into Jackson Creek at a 10-foot by 10-foot box culvert via 

a 36-inch storm drainpipe. The existing 36-inch storm drainpipe that drains into the culvert will be 

replaced by a 48-inch pipe. 
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Figure 1. Regional Location Map  
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Figure 2. Project Location Map 
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Figure 3. Project Elements 
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